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About the Institution 

Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership Studies  

The Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Lea-

dership Studies is a research, teaching, trai-

ning, and leadership Institute that critically pro-

vides strategic transformational thinking as a 

philosophy designed to reorient thinking pat-

terns to change the world.  

The mission of the Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership 

Studies is to bring leaders across the globe together to learn 

Transformational leadership skills, engage in activities that foster 

ethical behavior, build an inclusive community, demonstrate social 

responsibility, and inspire a commitment to excellence. 

The vision of The Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership 

Studies is to develop ethical, responsible, civic minded leaders 

who contribute positively to their local and global communities for 

positive and constructive purposes. 

The key objectives of the Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Lea-

dership Studies is to Provide a variety of leadership development 

opportunities within a tiered structure for civil society organizations, 

students, and highly experienced junior/senior leaders; to collabo-

rate with like-minded organization and other professional institu-

tions to provide state of the art leadership training using technology 

and face to face training to deliver experiential learning opportuni-

ties; develop a coherent, context-specific theory of action and logic 

model to conceptualize team’s culturally responsive practices.  

The Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership Studies is regis-

tered as a Professional Leadership Institute, Civil Society Organi-

zation in the Commonwealth of Virginia with a mandate to equip, 

empower and train grassroot leaders into a model 21st century 

leadership. 

 

The Global Diplomatic Council (The Hague)  

The Global Diplomatic Council is a global think 

and do tank with accreditations and affiliations to 

many of the world’s international organisations, 

like the UN, EU and Commonwealth. We link 

diplomacy, business leaders, science’s leading 

minds and society’s front-runners on resolving 

mankind’s biggest challenges.  

The GDC is dedicated to promoting and contributing to global pros-

perity, economic development, social development, security and 

peace by initiating and fostering sustainable partnerships between 

diplomatic services, intergovernmental agencies, international 

politicians, diplomats, media, NGOs, civil societies, academics and 

the private sector through diplomacy.  

Our world class events platforms, commissions, forums, confe-

rences, roundtables build bridges and channels to engage all the 

key voices and major actors in international and global affairs toge-

ther to create tangible and measurable solutions to some of the 

world’s most challenging issues through foreign policy and interna-

tional relations.  

COURSE OVERVIEW 

The course will provide an in-depth view of a wide range of policy 

issues involving international governance at the international, na-

tional, and local levels, and the practice of diplomacy on both a 

multi-lateral and bi-lateral basis.  The program takes an analytical 

approach to policies and equips students with the skills to design, 

implement and analyse from different levels of expertise and sec-

tors.  It brings together the knowledge of diverse actors to manage 

collective action on the international stage, whilst incorporating 

diplomatic practices.  

CURRICULUM 

The 20-credit Advance Certificate in Diplomacy and International 

Relations is centered on a core program of courses, which provide 

an introduction to international relations theory, diplomacy, 

research methods, and policy analysis. Additional courses drawn 

from a menu of choices that collectively offer a strong foundation in 

the key subject areas of international affairs: international security 

and conflict resolution, international economics and development, 

international law and organization, and the domestic sources of 

foreign policy and ethnic conflict. The core requirements of the 

program culminate in a major research project designed by the 

students. To complete the program, students must select a topic of 

interest based upon their specific interests and career goals. Stu-

dents concentrate on one specialization to develop a more detailed 

understanding of critical global issues and processes. 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Policy Analysis for International Governance. 

International Political Economy and Economic Policy. 

International Law. 

Strategy, Leadership and Management. 

International Organizations and fundamentals of diplomacy. 

Leadership and management in diplomacy. 

Diplomacy and foreign affairs. 

 

PROGRAM 

The intensive 10-weeks program is designed to develop professio-

nal, research and analytical potentials of the students.  Since this 

program integrates the study of diplomacy alongside international 

governance (i.e., public analysis, international political economy, 

law and management), students will have the opportunity of doing 

internship with our associating diplomatic partners and missions. 

We use a variety of teaching and learning methods to help you 

make the most of your studies. These will include lectures, semi-

nars, and online learning, as well as practice-based workshops to 

develop skills such as report writing, presentation and campaign 

skills, media training, and negotiation. 

 



 

 4 

    

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

We welcome students from every part of the world and consider all 

applicants on an individual basis. 

We take a range of factors into consideration when screening ap-
plication from prospective students consider other alternative com-

binations of qualifications and experience.  

 

CAREERS OPPORTUNITIES 

Our course faculty enables you to network with our partners and 
with variety of civil society and public sector bodies. The Project 
work module also enables students to build important links with 

other organizations in their field of interest. 

Diplomacy and International Relations students may consider ca-
reers in the diplomatic corps, local, national or international admi-
nistrations, in intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions or in transnational firms. They typically seek work in domains 
such as international cooperation, development or public-private 
sector partnerships, consulting in international organizations or in 

the private sector. 

 

PARTNERS 

The Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership Studies (USA)  

The International Commission of Diplomacy and Global Affairs, 

 The Global Diplomatic Council (The Hague),  

Academy African Scholars for Social Change (USA),  

West Africa Center for Peace Studies (Ghana).  

 

COURSE INSTRUCTORS 

On this course you’ll be taught by our expert academics, from lec-
turers through to professors. You may also be taught by industry 
professionals with years of experience, as well as trained postgra-

duate researchers, connecting you to some of the brightest minds. 

 

Dr. Samuel Jacobs-Abbey 

Dr. Samuel Jacobs-Abbey is the Founder and 

Executive Director of Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute 

for Leadership Studies. A scientific researcher, 

consultant, Diplomat, and expert in Global Public 

Health Policy. He has an extensive background in 

International Human Rights, Leadership and Con-

flict Resolution. A distinguished fellow from the Institute of Compa-

rative Studies, University of Connecticut. He holds an Associate 

degree in Health Information Management and a Bachelor of 

Science Healthcare Administration from Purdue Global University. 

He holds a Master of Business Administration Degree in 

Healthcare Management and Health Policy from Donald R. Tapia 

School of Business, Saint Leo University and a Ph.D. in Health 

Services with a Special Concentration in Public Health Policy from 

College of Health Science, Walden University. He holds two non-

academic Doctor of Leadership Management & (Human Rights 

and Peace). Dr. Jacobs-Abbey is a United Nations Institute for 

Research and Training trained professional in Resilience of local 

governments and a frequent speaker at the United Nations and a 

keynote speaker at charitable events across the globe.  

H.E. Hon. Yohan Byrde 

The Honorable Yohan Byrde has a vast background 

in International Business Development, Branded 

hotels, Education and Psychology and has held ma-

ny key positions in a broad range of fields ranging 

from the UN,- Airline Industry, Food Industry, Sto-

rage Industry, Commercial and Global Trading, Education and 

Counseling, Politics and Political strategies, Policies, International 

Relations, International and Local Economic Community Develop-

ment, New Business Development, Hospitality, Hotel, Resort, En-

tertainment & Fashion Consultancy, Change Management. Mr 

Byrde also served on over 18 boards and committees nationally 

and internationally and has wide experience in Board Governance, 

International Business Development, Education, Globalization and 

consulting, public policy and European Affairs and was recently 

appointed to the Directorate Global Diplomatic Council. On 5 

March 2021, Mr. Byrde was appointed High Commissioner – Hu-

man Rights and Humanitarian Affairs and Dean/Director of NHRF 

GATC.  

Mr. Jeroen Zandberg 

Mr. Jeroen Zandberg has been working with under-

represented States, nations and Peoples for over 

twenty years, assisting them in their cultural, politi-

cal and economic development and integration into 

the international structures that bind the world toge-

ther. Mr. Zandberg is a member of numerous Boards of organisa-

tions supporting and representing underrepresented nations. 

Furthermore, he frequently provides trainings on politics, lobbying 

in the EU and human rights.   

Dr. Grace Faraja Nkundabantu  

Dr. Nkundabantu is the founder and CEO of African 

Girls Hope Foundation, a US based 501 ©3 chari-

table organization with a mission to empower, equip 

and provide access to formal and high-quality educa-

tion for underprivileged aged girls in Sub-Sahara 

Africa.. Dr. Nkundabantu is originally from the Democratic Republic 

of Congo. She holds a PhD in Human and Social Services with 

emphasis in Global Human Services from the college of Behavioral 

Sciences, at Walden University. She also holds a master’s degree 

in Organizational Management from Ashford University and a ba-

chelor’s degree in accounting with a minor focus in Economics 

from Daystar University. She has a wealth of Global experiences, 

mostly in the areas of empowering women and girls. Her research 

area is focused on the Experiences of Refugee Women with Diffe-

rent Physical Abilities in Kenya. She has traveled extensively to 

spearhead community engagement in the East and Central African 

countries and beyond. Over the years, she has received multiple 

international recognitions, including the 2014 Refugee Voice, and 

Dr. Nina Meyerhof Leadership AWARD 2019 – for outstanding 

dedication to bring social change and a devotion to fight poverty 

and injustice. She is an Educator, Entrepreneur, Mentor and Advo-

cate (EEMA). Dr. Grace Faraja Nkundabantu Joins Jacobs-Abbey 

Global University faculty as a professor of Women Leadership. 
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Week 1 

ORIENTATION / ART OF DIPLOMACY WITH A FOCUS ON 

LEADERSHIP AND CULTURE 

Diplomacy allows a leader to build productive relationships. 

People who build these relationships accept criticism and step in to 

solve problems without being asked. They pay attention to details 

and ask probing questions but also know when to show restraint. 

Leadership is about effective communication, leading from the 

front, and bringing out the best in individuals according to their 

competencies. One more crucial characteristic that a leader must 

possess is the art of diplomacy. 

Only a great leader can genuinely understand the requirements of 

guiding or directing in such a way that everyone follows the instruc-

tions without feeling inferior or left out. 

Tact or diplomacy can be used to achieve great purpose, but the 

intention behind diplomacy plays a vital role. From negotiation to 

assertion, everything can be done right with diplomacy and tact. 

This not only gives way to a bettering of relationships but leads to 

mutual trust and respect. Hence the increased chances of success 

and progress. 

Lecturer: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Samuel N. Jacobs-Abbey. 

Special Envoy to African Union and United Nations  

 

Week 2  

GLOBAL NEGOTIATION AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

The ability to negotiate and manage conflicts effectively has 

become an essential skill in international diplomacy, as well as in 

our organizational and personal settings. The objective of this 

specialization is to empower students in the roles of negotiator, 

mediator, facilitator, and problem-solver. Students explore the 

causes of and approaches to managing and resolving conflict in 

the international context; the major foreign policy issues surroun-

ding the management of international conflict; the analytical, 

methodological, and practical tools of negotiation and mediation; 

the theory and practice of cross-cultural communication and pro-

blem-solving; and the nature, history, and implications of peace 

operations. 

 

The coursework moves progressively from the prevention of inter-

national conflict to negotiation and third-party intervention and 

culminates with post conflict peacebuilding. Using simulations and 

negotiation role plays in class, students are provided with a solid 

academic grounding in the relevant theories, history and cases, as 

well as practical knowledge and skills. Students seeking careers in 

the diplomatic service, government, international organizations, as 

well as NGO and advocacy work benefit from enhancing their ne-

gotiation performance and their ability to persuade and build con-

sensus. 

Lecturer: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Samuel N. Jacobs-Abbey. 

Special Envoy to African Union and United Nations  

 

Week 3 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS AND DEVELOPMENT 

An understanding of global trade, global finance, and the effects of 

multinational corporations on international exchange relations is 

vital in order to understand interstate relations and development 

issues. International economics and finance is more important than 

ever to interstate relations, as the forces of globalization continue 

to increase the complex economic and political webs linking nation

-states, transnational actors, and international organizations. 

In order to appreciate the importance of international organizations 

or the economic causes of ethnic conflict, students need to unders-

tand the interaction of politics and economics. In addition, regional 

specializations benefit greatly from a nuanced appreciation for the 

economic and development issues associated with a given area of 

the world. Courses in the international economics and finance 

specialization provide students with the tools required to think criti-

cally and reason analytically about such topics as international 

trade, international finance, third world development, sustainable 

development and international political economy. 

Lecturer: Jeroen Zanberg International Relations, Policy and 

European Union expert, Global Diplomatic Council  

 

COURSE CURRICULUM 

International Relations, Diplomacy and Governance 
June 11-August 13, 2022 

 

Welcome to the Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute for Leadership Studies in collaboration with the International 

Commission of Diplomacy and Global Affairs, Academy of African Scholars for Social Change and 

West African Center for Peace Studies International Relations, Diplomacy and Goverance Studies 

(InterRDG 6100) 
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Week 4 

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

This specialization is designed to examine the causes, conse-

quences, and array of strategies for addressing problems related 

to war and peace in world politics. It aims to provide students with 

a solid conceptual foundation for understanding a variety of con-

temporary and historical international conflicts. Students will consi-

der not only topics of interstate use of force, but also various in-

trastate conflicts and emerging security problems including terro-

rism, resources and environmental security, dangers of global 

health, and issues of human security, which all have profound 

international implications. The goal is to train students with the 

knowledge and analytical skills to form independent opinions re-

garding the nature, origins, and policy prescriptions of a given 

international security issue. 

This specialization prepares students for careers in government 

services and other public or private organizations that can in-

fluence national foreign and security policies. Students wishing to 

seek success in public policy areas such as health, environment, 

and energy will also benefit from this specialization in their future 

careers. In addition, the extensive coverage of international securi-

ty issues by this specialization will provide students interested in 

working at multinational corporations with excellent background 

knowledge and ability to assess international business opportuni-

ties. 

Lecturer: The Hon. Ambassador Yohan Byrde, Executive 

Chairman, Global Diplomatic Council  

 

Week 5  

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

International law topics that have been in the news recently include 

the status of prisoners in the war on terror, the creation of the Inter-

national Criminal Court, and the implementation of the Kyoto Pro-

tocol on global warming. As these examples illustrate, an unders-

tanding of international law and human rights is crucial to an un-

derstanding of international affairs. International law affects the 

relations between states, the activities of international organiza-

tions, the operation of the international economy, and the interac-

tions of businesses and individuals. Courses in the international 

law and human rights specialization examine these subjects and 

others, teaching students how to use the tools of legal analysis in 

an accessible and interdisciplinary way. Students learn to analyze 

issues and arguments in a rigorous manner, to tackle complicated 

topics with confidence, and to think on their feet. 

 

Lecturer: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Samuel N. Jacobs-Abbey. 

Special Envoy to African Union and United Nations  

Week 6 

THE GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS: PATHWAY FOR A MORE 

HUMANITARIAN SOLUTION  

The global refugee crisis reveals refugees and other forcibly dis-

placed persons (FDP) are uniquely vulnerable consumers on a 

dynamic pathway precipitated by trigger events that have disrupted 

or fractured marketing systems requisite for safety and well-being, 

resulting in dangerous journeys to temporary or permanent settle-

ments. 

More than 70 million forcibly displaced persons (FDP) are scatte-

red around the globe, largely due to violence, conflict/war, per-

secution or human-rights violations (UNHCR 2019). Among them, 

13 million people were newly displaced in 2018; equivalent to more 

than 35,000 people per day (UNHCR 2019.  

This expanding humanitarian crisis potentially affects and dis-

tresses virtually everyone and every system, putting tremendous 

pressure on myriad institutions. Governments, NGOs and civic 

groups typically lead relief efforts during refugee crises. While in-

dispensable, those institutions do not have sufficient resources or 

capacities to deliver all requisite goods, services and experiences 

for FDP.  

Lecturer: Dr. Grace Faraja Nkudabantu. Experts on Refugees 

matters and Executive Director of African Girls Hope Foun-

dation  

 

Week 7 

FOREIGN POLICY ANALYSIS 

The specialization in foreign policy analysis is designed for stu-

dents interested in how states pursue their national interests in the 

realm of international affairs. The courses provide students with a 

strong conceptual foundation for understanding foreign security, 

economic, and humanitarian policy. They aim to develop expertise 

in evaluating the relative success of policy in these functional 

areas. Through carefully selected case studies, students are expo-

sed to the very different types of challenges facing statesmen in 

key world regions. 

In addition to preparing students for careers in government service, 

students interested in international business, journalism, and hu-

man rights work will find this specialization useful in their future 

careers. The intensive study of cost-benefit analysis and strategic 

interaction that is at the heart of the foreign policy specialization 

hones analytical skills that will serve students well in any future 

endeavour. 

Lecturer: Jeroen Zanberg International Relations, Policy and 

European Union expert, Global Diplomatic Council  

 

COURSE CURRICULUM 
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Week 8 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

How do different states and other actors work together in search of 

solutions to pressing global problems? What are the most common 

mechanisms through which these actors try to reconcile their di-

verse interests? This specialization examines the role that interna-

tional organizations play as the primary vehicles for facilitating 

cooperation in international politics. As transnational issues have 

grown in scope and complexity, the demands placed upon both 

global and regional international organizations have multiplied. 

From creating commonly accepted norms of state behaviour to 

monitoring compliance with legally binding treaties, international 

organizations must continually struggle to promote human well-

being in light of the political realities in which they operate. As 

such, international organizations act as forums through which 

states seek to balance their willingness to work cooperatively and 

their desire to respect each other's sovereignty. Courses in this 

specialization provide students with the analytical tools necessary 

to understand how these organizations function and to carefully 

evaluate their activities across a wide range of international issues. 

Lecturer: The Hon. Ambassador Yohan Byrde, Executive 

Chairman, Global Diplomatic Council  

 

Week 9  

GLOBAL HEALTH AND HUMAN SECURITY 

Health has become a pre-eminent political value for 21st century 

humanity. With new programs and initiatives constantly arising 

through varied organizations, the demand for professionals in this 

field is an omnipresent outcry that will not diminish. The School of 

Diplomacy is proud to be the first professional school of internatio-

nal affairs in the U.S. to offer an academic concentration that expli-

citly addresses the international security and foreign policy aspects 

of health issues. The coursework transcends traditional models of 

inter-state conflict and seeks to develop new tools of analysis in 

assessing the nature of global health threats and mapping out 

effective responses to them. It covers topics of biological weapons, 

new and re-emerging diseases, demographic and epidemiological 

transitions, and sustainable development. 

Lecturer: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Samuel N. Jacobs-Abbey. 

Special Envoy to African Union and United Nations  

 

Week 10 

UNDERSTANDING THE DYNAMICS OF THE GLOBAL WORLD   

Africa  

Encompassing more than 50 countries with a combined population 

of about 800 million, Africa is the second largest continent. Its al-

most unparalleled diversity, coupled with frequent outside interven-

tions, has put the post-colonial African state under enormous 

stress. The courses in this specialization raise pertinent issues 

affecting the African continent; examine the domestic and foreign 

economic, political, social, and cultural variables that have shaped 

and continue to shape present-day Africa; and investigate mea-

sures that have been taken to combat the negative effects of the 

globalization process on African nations. 

Asia 

Asia is a region that has significant implications for world peace 

and prosperity. The region has seen some of the past century's 

fiercest battles and still includes areas of great potential dangers to 

international security, such as North Korea and the Taiwan Straits. 

It includes Japan, the second largest economy in the world and 

one of the most important treaty allies of the US; China, the most 

populous nation poised to be the next superpower in the 21st cen-

tury; and Indonesia, the largest Muslim state in the world. Home to 

approximately 60 percent of the Earth's population, Asia accounts 

for one third of U.S. total trade, and is growing at a rapid pace. 

These critical security, political, and economic ties with Asia make 

it clear that the region is and will remain of vital importance. 

Studying such a populous and diverse region not only strengthens 

students' cross-cultural understanding and competency but pre-

pares them to address the tremendous opportunities and chal-

lenges brought by the rapid changes in this region. Knowledge of 

Asia is useful for students who anticipate careers in government, 

nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and international busi-

ness, as well as academia. 

Europe 

Europe has experienced two dramatic changes since the end of 

the Cold War: the growth of the European Union into a supranatio-

nal entity encompassing twenty-five members and numerous is-

sues, and the political and economic transitions of the former So-

viet States in Central and Eastern Europe. In order to understand 

how these changes, affect the nature of the international system, 

this specialization combines studies in economics, security, inter-

national organizations, and cultural and ethnic diversity. It looks at 

the ever-changing transnational relationship between Europe and 

the United States, as well as how the development of the Euro-

pean Union has reconfigured our understanding of the balance of 

power in international relations. This specialization includes 

courses on governance and the political economy of development, 

as well as courses on Eastern Europe in particular. Given the im-

portant political, economic, and social role that Europe plays in the 

21st century, this specialization helps students to appreciate the 

region's evolving patterns of governance and power. 

 

COURSE CURRICULUM 
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Middle East 

The Middle East specialization enables students to gain a compre-

hensive overview of the Middle East, universally recognized as one 

of the most important regions in the geopolitical map of the world. 

The United States and other international actors are engaged in an 

ambitious and far-reaching program of transformational diplomacy 

in the Middle East aimed at resolving the region's ongoing con-

flicts. This would create an environment in which democratic norms 

and values could be fostered and peace and prosperity enhanced. 

The courses in this specialization provide students with the con-

ceptual tools to understand the challenges and opportunities of the 

changing Middle East. This specialization prepares students for 

careers in the US State Department, the numerous security agen-

cies, the Department of Homeland Security, other departments of 

the federal government, non-governmental organizations and cor-

porations dealing with the Middle East. Currently there is a signifi-

cant demand for professionals with knowledge of this region. 

Lecturer: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Samuel N. Jacobs-Abbey. 

Special Envoy to African Union and United Nations  

 

COURSE CURRICULUM 

COURSE DELIVERY AND SCHEDULE 

 

Duration : 10 Weeks 

Contact hours: 2h30mn/week 

Delivery: Online  

Live lecture: Every Saturday @ 11:30am EST 

Course week: From Saturday to Friday 

Weekly Quizzes:  Due on Thursday @ 11:59pm EST 

Weekly Discussion Post: Due on Friday @ 11:59pm  EST 

Upcoming Course 
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Contact Us 

Jacobs-Abbey Global Institute For Leadership Studies 

Address : 15000 Potomac Town Pl, STE 100267 

Woodbridge VA 22191 

Phone : 571-337-9185, 703-419-9820 , 571-361-6132 

Email : enroll@jaglobalinstitute.org 

http://www.jaglobalinstitute.org/home 

GDC HEADQUARTERS 

Zeestraat 129, 2518 DH, The Hague, The Netherlands 

E-mail: info@globaldiplomaticcouncil.org 

Telephone: (+31) -(0) 6 36 58 19 71 

https://www.globaldiplomaticcouncil.org/international-

relations-governance-and-diplomacy-studies/ 
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